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Land Acknowledgement

The Women's National Housing and Homelessness Network and the National Indigenous 
Women's Housing Network acknowledge and recognize that Canada is a settler colonial 
state on Turtle Island, which for generations has been governed and inhabited by 
Indigenous Peoples practicing traditional ways of doing, knowing, and being. Our work 
acknowledges that the current homelessness crisis, disproportionately impacting 
Indigenous Peoples, is a direct result of colonial and patriarchal policies that have 
dispossessed Indigenous Peoples of their lands and homes, and commodified land and 
housing as profitable assets leading to the concentration of wealth with a privileged few.
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The Women’s National Housing & Homelessness Network

The Women’s National Housing & Homelessness Network is one of Canada’s leading 
national organizations working to eliminate homelessness and housing insecurity for 
women, girls, and gender-diverse peoples across Canada through research, policy 
advocacy, community engagement, human rights work, and strategic litigation.

WNHHN is composed of collective of diverse women and gender-diverse people, including 
those with lived expertise, and has over 1000 members.
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The National Indigenous Women's Housing Network

The National Indigenous Women's Housing Network is a movement of First Nations, Inuit, 
and Métis Peoples who are dedicated to improving the living situations of Indigenous 
women and girls, Two-Spirit, and gender-diverse persons across Turtle Island and ending 
incidents of becoming unsheltered. All members have the lived experience of needing 
adequate shelter and a place to call home.



The Right to Housing In 
Canada
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• Recognize a socio-economic right as a fundamental 

human right

• Commit to the progressive realization of the right to 

housing based on international human rights law

• Address systemic issues rather than violations of 

individual rights

• Require a rights-based strategy with goals, timelines, 

monitoring and accountability

• Provide for submissions, hearings, findings and systemic 

remedies for a socio-economic right
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“The right to housing should not be interpreted in a 
narrow or restrictive sense which equates it with, 
for example, the shelter provided by merely having 
a roof over one’s head or views shelter exclusively 
as a commodity. Rather it should be seen as the 
right to live somewhere in security, peace and 
dignity.”

- UN Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
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National Housing Council Establishes a New 
Review Panel
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Homelessness among women and gender-diverse people in Canada has been recognized as a national 
human rights crisis.

The National Housing Council has announced its intent to proceed with a national human rights 
inquiry into the Government of Canada’s failure to prevent and eliminate homelessness among 
women and gender-diverse people! 

This means that a 3-person human rights Review Panel will be established in 2024, and they will be 
responsible for reviewing the issue and making recommendations to the Government of Canada.
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The Evidence-
Building Process: 

Importance of 
Mobilizing Diverse 

Expertise



Mobilizing the Right to Housing
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NIWHN's Approach to Review Panel 
Engagement
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• The National Indigenous Women's Housing Network (NIWHN) will be 
organizing and providing support to mobilize Indigenous-led 
Engagement with the Review Panel. This means contacting 
Indigenous groups and organizations to invite them to discuss how to 
utilize the Toolkit. 



NIWHN's Approach to Review Panel 
Engagement
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• Respect for Indigenous traditions using Indigenous protocols.

• Meeting with Indigenous Peoples one-on-one.

• Providing safe spaces for community members to discuss possible 
sensitive issues.

• Providing resources directly to individuals to ensure they are 
supported throughout the process.



Using the Toolkit to Engage Your Community
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Who can benefit from the Toolkit?
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The toolkit is meant to guide anyone interested in participating in the Human 
Rights Review Panel. 

Whether you'd like to,

• participate as an individual; and/or

• mobilize a group of community members to make a submission; and/or

• make a submission on behalf of a group.

the Toolkit has all the information you'll need!
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Toolkit Overview



Become a Community Champion

The Community Champion Program is an opportunity for those with 
lived experience of homelessness or housing insecurity to 
participate in the evidence-building process through doing outreach 
in their community. 
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Who can become a Community 
Champion?
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Prioritize diversity in selection across: 

• Rural, remote, and urban regions; 

• Intersectional representation, including Indigenous, 
racialized, two-spirit, and gender-diverse individuals; 

• Women, Two-Spirit, gender-diverse people with lived 
or living experience of homelessness or housing precarity; 

Commitments:

• Receive training from NIWHN and NIWHN

• Demonstrate respect for stories and experiences of those 
with lived and living experience of homelessness or housing 
precarity. 



As a Community Champion, you will:
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• Receive training on the Toolkit from 
WNHHN and NIWHN

• Receive a stipend when you mobilize 
5 community members to make a 
submission to the review panel

• Have access to supports and 
resources from WNHHN and NIWHN 
to do outreach. 

• Participate in oral hearings along with 
other community members



As we launch the toolkit today, we invite you to sign up as 
Community Champions!

Next Steps:
• Register using the Google form
• Sign up to our Human Rights Updates Mailing List

Once you have registered, WNHHN and NIWHN will 
review your registration and invite you to participate in our 
toolkit training.
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Website Launch!
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Thank you!

Questions? Email us at: 
info@womenshomelessness.ca 

Visit: genderhousingjustice.ca

Sign up to be a 
Community 
Champion: 
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